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THE 


- RETRACTATION 
OM, Charles Chancy 


formerly Minifter of Ware 
in HARFORDS HIRE, 


Wherein is proved the unlawfulnefle and dan- 
ger of Rayling in Altars or Communion Tables, 


- Written with his own hand before his going to 


‘New England, in the yet, 1 637. 


Publifhed by his own direétion for the {atiss 


fa&ion of all fuch who either are, or 
juftly might bee offended with his fcan- _ 
dalous fubmiffion, made before 


the High Commiffion Court 
Feb. 11. Anno, 5 63 §. 
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® ved as a true faying, De 
< minimis non curat lex, 
the Law cares not for 
bp {mall matters; which in- 


for they are intended onely to punifh grea- 


ter offences , {uch as doe violate publike — 


peace and overthrow focieties : but divine 


Law proceeds to the very leaft iota and apex, 


and punifhes our fayling in any one point 
or citcumftance. lames 2.10. Yea, if we {hail 
obferve the Devills wiles and methods,we 


fhall Gad that the Devill feldome affaults - 


any Chriftian inlightned, with great finns, 
fuchas wafte the confcience and all the 
World cryes fhame of atthe firlt dafh, but 
hee begins infenfibly with lefler finnes , to 
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To theReader, 


make way for greater, he tries the fpiritsof 
men firft with flighter temptations , hee 
makes them firft rofwallow gnats tomake ~ 
way for Camells afterwards, till they put | 

no difference betweene finne and finne,but 
grow to be paft'feeling , and to commit all 


manner of uncleanes with ereedines. And 


moft true is that of our Saviour, Luke 16.10. 
Hee that is faithfull in the leaft, is faichfull — 
alfoin much, he that is unjuftin the leat, 
isunjuftalfo in much: hee that willingly — 
takes liberty to himfelfe to adventure upon 

the leaft violation of Gods righteous Law, 
will without all doubt upon a greater 
temptation, make bold with any daring 


finne. 


The confideration whereof hath made 
mee to weigh a little the railing about the - 
Communion Table, fo violently preffed . 
and ftriétly injoyned over all the Landin 
thefe latter times: For indeed in common 
eftimation this feemes to bee a very {mall 
matter, and very many wonder why any 
Chriftian fhould make any {cruple of it, 
or trouble himfelfe abont it inthefe times, 
et Wherein 


To the Reader. 


wherein groffe idolatry & image-worfhip 
is openly praétifed, the morality of the 
Lords day is contradicted and prophaned, 
and many new-fangled complements, and 
meerely humane, that I fay not diabolt- 
call inventions in Gods worfhip are urged 
and impofed. But all thefe have been happi- 
ly oppofed, & witnefled againft by others, 
both godly, judicious, and learned, where- 
as the rail about the Communion Table is 
lighted & waved ofall forts thatnotwith- 
{tading do greatly {cruple thofe,& ftumble 
at thofe greater ftabling blocks.But let Chri- 
flians wifely confider with what eagernefle 
this addition of rails hath bin inforced, and 
Communicants every where preffed to res 
ceive the Sacrament of the Lords Supper at 
the rail, and no where elfe: Indeed what 
I {peakein this kind is out of wofull expe- 
rience, for I have fuffered my felfe heavy 


things, waited my eftate two whole yeers 


together in the high Commiffion Court, 
and at the laft was fentenced to be fufpen: 
ded from my Miniftiry,to beare'the char- 
ges of the firit commenced by Sir Thomas 

- Fanfhaw 


ry 


- * Tothe Reader. 


Fan{haw of Ware Parke and Mafter Iaacke 
Craven the prefent Vicar of Wave againft © 
me, for fome words fpokenby meagainft — 
the railethere fet up (though but ina pri. 
vate houfe) yeal was cenfuredalfo to make 
a recantation and bafe fubmiflion in the 
Court for the words {poken by me, and 
the Lord hath beene pleafed toleave mee, 
to try me,to know what was in my heart, 
- and Ihave bafely and wickedly yeeldedto 
their impofitions ; Iwill not plead the 
greatnefle ofmy temptations by which f _ 
have been overcome,butdo humbly crave — 
pardon of God and man (whofoever have 
beene offended by me) and upon the Lords 
opening of mine eyes , andraifiag me up, 
yea and fanétifying this my great fall T have 
thought it my duty, to enquire into this 
myftery of iniquity, to rakechis dunghill, 
and to lay open to the view ofthe World 
the wickednefle inclofed in, and couched 
under this innovation of the raile, defiring 
the LOR Dthat my fall. may be fan@i- 
fied both tomy felfe,to healethat and other 
finnesinme,andto others, that they may 


not _ 


To the Reader. © 


not ftumble at the fame ftumbling block of 
iniquity; fo Ifhall leave whatis here faid 
to thy ferious confideration,and thy felfe to 
the fimplicity thatisinJefus Chrift, 


A wel-wifher tothy Soul, 


a 6 harles Chauncy. 
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cam Treatife to difcover the 


mifchiefe of railing about the (ommuni- 
on Table, and the evill confeq 
quents thereof. ~ 


= fe He firft Argument to prove 
Railes about the Commu. 
nion Table to be dangerous 
and unlawfull. 


or ingredient tomake up 

an bigh Altar w walaw- 

full and abominable and 
to be abhoryed by Chrzflians. 

But araile about the Communion Table is an rnd: 
ment or ingredient 10 make up an high Alar, 


Therefore a Raile about the Communion table is un- | 


lawfull, &c. , ae 
| | B pray dete 


That which ts an Ornament 
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(2) | 


The Major or the firft propofition may be pro- 
ved by all thofe learned writings that have been 
publifhed to thew the unlawfulneffe of high Al- 
tars, amongft which that fet forth by the B. of 
Lincolae hath great ftrength in it. But let me adde 


‘ 


moreover that place Heb. 13.10. to evince the 


fame, the words are thefe , Wee have an Altar 
whereof they have no right to eate that ferve at 
the Tabernacle; from whick place thefe two 
arguments may be framed. = 
1 Chriftians are to have but one Altar (1, Chrift) 
therefore they mufl not have any more Ahars be- 
fides him, he 
Matter AZede, as in this whole argumenthath — 
written acollation moft unwo¥ehy of his worth 
and learning, fo in.expounding of this place of 
the Apoftle Pag. 15.where he makes this excep- | 
tion, [know (faith he) what you will bee ready 
to except, namely that by the Altar here named 
is meant Chrift,which J (quoth he) for my part 
would willingly admit, fo that it be underftood | 
with this caution,;Chriftas he is to be eatenin thé 
Eucharift,for the Apoftle {peaks here of an Altar: 
to be eaten of, which is not the materiallinftru-. 
ment or feat, but the Sacrifices ufed thereupon. 
In which words hee would not have Chnift 
fimply confidered, but Chriftas eaten inthe Eu- 
chariftto bee the Chriftians Altar. Contra, Firft 
take what he grants, if Chrift as eaten in the Eu- 
chariftonely bee our Altar, then have wee no 
Altars of wood or Stone, for that Chrift is but 
one,but the other altars are innumerable,the Apo- 
file acknowledges but one only altar among Chri 
| ftians. 


(3) 
Secondly, let us compare ver.15 with the tenth, 
By him therfore let us offer the facrifice of praife 
to God continually, whence I reafon thus. 

That Chrift by whom our Sacrifices of praife are 

contznually te be offered zs the Altar there meant 
bythe apofile | 

But that Chrift, is Chrift fimply underflood without 

veferenceto the Sacrament, 8c. ergo. 

Asit was by Gods appointment among the 
Jewes, that no facrifice could be accepted , but 
thet which was offered up upon the Altar of 
burnt offering, fo no Sacrifice (be it of thankf 
giving, or prayer, or whatfoever other fervice ) 
can ever pleafe God unleffe it bee offered up by 
Chrift. But now will Mafter 2ede fay, eithcr 


that wee muft never offer up the factifice of — 


thankfgiving to God but at the Eucharift; or that 
we can cotinually offer up our facrifices byChyzff, 
as eaten inthe Eucharift ? muft wee alwayes re- 
ceive the Sacrament, when we offer up our prai- 
fes unto God ? or doe we receive the Sacrament 
continually’, ¢. daily ¢ for the daily facrifice 
ameng the Jews was called the continual! facri- 


fice; butitisvery obfervable, that the Apoftle 


faith (by him, not upon it) let us offer, 8c. inten- 
ding plainly the perfon of our Lord and Saviour, 
and: not an Altar of Wood or Stone ; and itis. 


ftrange that he fhould bring this place toprove 
Altars lawfull in the times of the NW. 7. which is’ 


moft expreffe againft it. 

Secondly, there is an other areument in the 
fame place, i, They have no tight to partake of 
‘ B 2 that 
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that Altar,(4:Chrift)that ferve at the Tabernacle; 
who are they that ferve at the tabernacle,but the 
-Priefts and facrificers under the Law ? or fuch 
as bring in Jewifh ceremonies in the time of the 
Gofpell, (as fome ofthe Hebrews that the Apo- 
{tles wrote unto, did) fo the meaning of the place 
mutt be this; They that bring in or obferve Jewith 
ceremonies inthe times of the Gofpell, have no 
part or intereftin Chrift, they: have no right un- 
tohim : butthey thatfet up Altars inthe times | 
of the new Teftament, doe plainly bring in Jew- 
ifh ceremonies ; therefore fuch have no fellow- 
fhip with Jefus Chrift ; for furely they haue no 
Yight to him, and none hath any communion 
with him, but they to whom God the Father 
hath given right unto him; and this agrees with 
that place, Gal. 5.2. Behold I Paul fay unto you, 
that if ye be circumcifed Chrift {hall profit yor mothing, 
and Fewifb Altats are every whit asdangerousas 
Circumeifion. SSH 
For the further illuftrating of this arzument, 
it will not be altogether unprofitable to confider 
the ground of the Apoftle, which was this, That. 
there was to be by Gods own appointment but 
one Altar only for facrifice amongft the Jewes 
(which one Altar the Apoftle in that place makes 
a cleere type of Chrift)Levit. 1. Dewt. 12. 1 gs 14. : 
hence it was that when the Reubenites & Gadites, 
and halfe tribe of Manaffeth had erected an other - 
Altar by the banke of Jordan the refidue of the 
12. tribes thought that offence to be fo excee- 
dingly difpleafing unto God that Jofh. a2. itis 
3 ete * called 


called a turning away from following theLord,yea 
rebellion again{t the Lord, and to bee compared 
with the iniquity of Peor , and forwhich they 
thought that God would bewroth with the whole 
_ congregation, yea, they intended: to purfue the 
finne with open hoftility, and to fight again& 


them in battell for it. And though they were mif- | 


taken touching the end and {cape of that Altar 
of witneffe (it being fet up onely for a civill monu- 
ment, and not for facrifice) yet thus much is war- 
ranted by the Zeale of the nine Tribes and halfe, 
and the anfwere alfo and apology of the other 


Tribes, thatthere muftbe butone Altar for facri- 


fice ameng ft the people of God: and that (faith 
the Apoftle) is only Chrift amongtt Chriftians. 


Thusalfo 2. Kings13.when as Jeroboam had fer’ 


upanew Altar, the Lord himfelfe did oppofe it 
by a {peciall meflage fecondedby a fpeciall mira-- 
cle, forbidding the Prophet either to returne.the 

fame way, or to cat bread in that place, thereby 

implying that they were not worthy of any Com- 

munton. Tothe fame purpofethe propher Hofeah 

rebuketh the degenerate Ifraelites Ch.11. faying, 

becaule Ephraim hath made many Altars to finne, 
therefore Altars fhall be unto him to fin, i. ei- 
- ther they thall bee given up to theiridoll Altars, 
or elfe that this thall be a moft heinows and pro- 
voking finne: and thatwe might know the rife and 
ground of this finne,it is added in the next words, 
I have written to them the great things of the law, 
8 they have accounted them ftrange things, as if 
he (hould fry, It is nor ftrange that they fhould fall 
tofetup Altars, that fwerve from the onely rule 
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of worfhip , thewordofGod. . | 
 Allwhich proves that the Apoftle tothe Heb, 
alludes to the Commandement of God tn the law, 
that becaufe there was but one Altar ef burnt offe- 
ring inthe Law, fothere is butone Altaramong 
Chriftians, thatis Chrift, who is both the Prieft, 
and Sacrifice , and Altar alone, & more efpecially | 
the Altar didtypifie his Deity, whichonly made 
the facrifice meritorious,for the altar did fantifie 
the gift 444t.18.19. Now what could fan@ifie 
Chrifts Sacrifice,but his Deity? which is alfoclee 
red, Heb, 9. 14. where Chrift is faid, in reference 
to.chis type of the Altar, to have offered up him-_ 
felfe by his eternall {piric without {pot to God, 
where by the eternall {pirit, wee muft uaderftand: 
the Godhead ofchrift, St 
But fee the practice of thefe times, they will 
have Priefts not Minifters, Alctarsnor Commu- 
nion Tables, Sacrifices not Sacraments:: they 
will bow, and cringe toand before their Altars, 
yea, they will nor indure any man to enquire after 
what manner Chrift isinthe Sacrament, whether 
by way of confub ftantiation,or tranfubftantiation, 
or ina fpirieuall manner, yea, they will have Ta- 
ers, and Books never ufed, empty Bafons and 
Challices there, what is this but the Maffe ir 
felfe, for here is all the furniture of ic, Thus farre 
for the proving of the firft propofition. 

The Affunsptzon or the fecond propofition , (chat a 
Ratle about the Consmunion Table is oneof the 
angredients to make up an high Altar, ora Pe- 
pifh Altar) may be proved. . ‘ 

it 
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_-Firft,by Ecclefiatticall 
_ Lords Table, whether of woud or ftone were never 
commanded to bee fet up , but fince the cre- 
cling of Altars, and the idoil of the Maffe, and 
‘Tranfubftantiation was adored ; and after Anti- 
chrift was in his Pontificalibus. I might alledge 
outot Binius diverfe a&s of popith Councels to 
_ this purpofe, efpecially ic was firiGly injoyned 

in one Of the Councells of AMigaya, which was (as 
may appeare by all the a&ts of itja aot Antichri- 
{tian conventiele, but I have not now the books 
by mee, whofoever will may confultwith the Au- 
thour, | | 

Secondly, it may appear by all the Cathedral! 

churches, in which only high Altars have beenc 
continued fince times of Reformation , all which 
alfo have been railed in, and all the Communicants 
made toreccive kneeling atthe rails, and no where 
elfe; ftom wheitce now fince the Altat-worfhip 
hath fpread ¢by the diligence of popith Pre- 
lates) and tables have beene turned into Altars, 
the railing of rhemalfo hath beene univer! ally in- 
joyned tthe like manner, 

Thirdly the fame appeared evidently to bee the 
intentofithe 4, B. and thereft of the commiffio- 
ners (when our caufe was handled before them) 
they did generally conftrue our oppofing of the 
railes to bean oppofition of the Altats, the 4, B, 
piofe fling it to be the place of fome more ef peciall 
prefence of the Lord, and therefore tobe railed ins 
Dod oy worrall that: hideous Apoflate alledged 


thatold proverbeto prove Altars, amisa wld, ad an 
: ; 7:15 


hiftory,railes about the 
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ras,confounding ignorantly aras and alraria, Bajo 
auriasiiecoy, ou &F ava (as Mafter AZedecould well 


informe him) being ufed of heathen altarsonely, 


jen 3S Ga 
SES A ORL PL ESE DR 


and fuch as ate fer up to heathenith Gods, % > 4s: 
er, Altare {poken of fuch Altars as were 
appointed forthe worfhip of the true God-under 
the Law , but I {uppofe this afpiring Dzaerephes 
would rather have aram (i an heathenifh Altar) 
orhbaram a hogftye toworfhipat , fothat thereby 
he may climbe up to a Bifhoprick, and nourith’ 
his {winith lufts,then to embrace the pureworfhip 
of God (which fometimes he profeffedywith peace 
to his confcience,and a well grounded expectation 
oferetnall:plotyits #tiwe-qqwynielM: ce 
Odjeszon, But itwill be faid, what werethere 
not cancelfibcforethe invention of Altars> were 
they nog anciently fet-up in the primitive Chur- 
ches? Anfwer, This indeed was alledged by the’ 
Archoi(hop, in hiscenfure of us, for the proofe of 
the antiquity of railes ; but if his fate bufineffe 
would have permitted himto have fearched Zin- 
woods Conftitutions, there hee might have learned 
the true meaning of Cancel, that it fignifies parsi- 
tionem que [-parat chorum a wavi-eccleie, that is 
the partition betwixt the body.of the Church and 
the quire,which ts commonly called the Chancel ° 
upon thatoccafion , but what isthis to the railee 
onely we may obferve thatthe Archbithops'con- 
ftitutions as well asof the Popes doevary excee- 
dingly. } obs 
By all this ttmay appearehow extreamely'they 
are befooled anddeluded whichaccountno Table 
on Naa to 


Gok . 


(9) . 


to be Alears but fuchas ftand Dreiierwile.at che: 
Eaftend ofthe Chancell, for if rhe Tablebcera’- 

Jed in, and hath the Altar furniture, and Altar: 

-worthip, what canbe reqviredelfeto the eflence 

ofan Altarzand thus much fhall {uffice for the firft 

argument. ‘ eae ; 

The fecond argument againft railing about 

2 we ‘ofthe Lords TABLE. 

Whatfoerer is appointed and er: fed to uphold falfe 
worfbip, or wil-worlhip,or idolatrou: Worlbep, 

_ abominable and not 10 be endured in Chreftian 

 affemblies. ets eee 

But racles about: Communion Tables ave appointed 
and ered tonpbold fallé.sdolatrous and wil- 
worfbip, Therefore, &C. 

The Proofe of the fo:mer Propofition. . 

Every meanes of falfe-wor{bip is forbsdien by the 

© fame Commandement that probibss falfewor- 

- -  fhip ic fife, (for. every precept that forbids any 
fin, forbids alfoall the meants and occafions 
of it. 

Bat Soa ae is appointed anderetted 10 uphold falfe 
worlbip, ts a direc? meanes of falfe worfbip, 
Therefore, 8c, i | 

The proofe of the affumption or the fecond 

Propofition of the profyllogifme. 

That whsch is appointed one'y asa means 10 wphold 
and to difcover knecleng at the Sacram ns ws ap- 
pointed and ereBed onely so uphold fabje or will 
worfbip. , 
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"°“phis proofe is built upon this ground , ‘that — 
kneeling at the tecciving of the Sacrament-isa 
‘falfe , idolatrous ’ and ‘will-worfhip 3° for’ the 
proofe wherédf I fhall not fiy'much y beéaufe 
that others have'done it fuficiently’ to'thofethat 

will receive found and wholfome DoGrifie Bat — 
for prefent fatisfaGtion take thefe fewthings. 
To leave the tmitabléexample of Chreft and his. A- 
pofiles., and ro follow rhe praBice of idolaters,is 

a falle worfbip, an idolatrous wor{bip., .a will 

~~ Burro knecleasthe Sacramentis to leave rbe imita- 
ble example of Chreft and bis Anoftles, and io 
. follow the pra ice of idolaters, Soe apa” 

‘The proofe of the propofition is manifett Epbe. 

Se I, 1, Cor. 11. 1, whete the fame: fubject is 


handled, that we haveimhand.© 2 oo : 
' Now chat knecling is a leaving of the example 
of Chrift it is evident 4Zat, 26; 20: whofe ex- ~ 
ample alwayes binds as long as it. is: conftant,. 
and net varying as it is inthe particular.cafe, 

Ob. But our Saviour Chrift and his ‘Apoftles, 
neither fate, nor ftord, buc lay downe rather +“for 
fo the word in the Originallis faid to figniffe. Ax 
. _fwere, Theword fignifies to fit dawne andis fo or- 

dinarily tranflaced Luke 24. 30. Aft. 14,113. 
Itwas indeed a fitting after the Jewifhmanner.at - 
meals, which was'a fitting witha kindof leaning - 
dowheupomthe arme, whichkinde of peQure or 
mixt fitting being peculiar to. the ‘Church of the 

_ Jews , fitting without leaning is. juftly received 
in reformed Churches. les 
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nies 7 pe ameecae ees 
Ob, But fome fay,, that fitting atthe Sacra” 
_ ment was an occafionall sefture by reafon of the 
Pafleover joyned with the infticution of the Sa- 
_crament, and therefore Chriftians are no more 
lee bound to it,. then they are to other occafionall - ° 
_. gircumftances,as that it was then received at fup- - 
per, yeayitia private houfe, by men and not by © 
women, &c. PLES eR TEM Ee ee 
——.  Anf, Tis trueindeed, that thofe were all oc- 
 *eaftonall,, but the fame cannot be faid of fitting 
atthe Sacrament, for it 1s evident, that after the 
_.Pafleover was ended, Zob.13.4. our Saviour rofe 
up from it, and afterwards fate down again to in- 
ftitute and ad minifter his laft Supper, fo that this 
-* gefture was,not taken up by occcafion of the ; 
3 Baitcover but it was a gefture purpolely appoin- 
ted by him, which [may alfo further prove by 
this argument. GED, Ua eee ee 
TE figting at the Sacrament hath a Sacramen- 
“mental fignification, then that gefture was not 
| ‘taken up by occafion of the Paffeover, but is ur- 
changeable and purpofely inftituted by our Lord 
and Saviour. | | ie 
© "But fitting at the receiving of the Sacrament 
| hatha Sacramental fignification, Rede teen 
“his may be cleerly proved by the words of 


. “Chritthimfelfe, Luke 22.27. &c. where imme- 
diately, after the inftitution of. the Lords Supper, 
four Saviour.interprets this to,be the meaning of 
fitting ar the receiving of it,that it fionifies the fa- 

~ miliar communion and fellowfhip that believers 
have with hinrhere in Grace, and fhall have with 

Him hereafter in the Kingdome of Heaven :as in 
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all Fe.fts, which Princes and great Potentates do. 
make and invite us to, if they thal! admit us co fic 
down with them at che fume T ble, they reftifie: 
agreatdeal of friendthip, femil-aritie an! neere 
focictic with us,and this fs caught usnot oncly by 
Mufculus, Ranoids.. and Foha Alafee, but even by 
the Papitsthemfelves, even Thomas Aquinas part. 
3. quaft 60. art.3. fayes that the Lords Supperis 
notcnly afignetoremember his Paflion already 
paft,or a demonftr ition of the prefent‘benefit,but 
al.o that it prefigures our eternal! olory, 
Nowto proceed vo the fecond bran.h of the formey 
propoltiien thar kneeling at therecezving of the Sa- 
craméet & anrmitatton of thepraftice of Idolaters, 
This may be proved by teftimonies , Knecling 
ws not ufed for many hundred yeeres. after 
Chrift and the Apoftlestime , for it was broug’ t. 
in for the worthip of the breaden God, Bez pie 
flol.8. Peter Martyr in his Epiftle ad Dominos Po. 
lonos Paraus de-fymbol. Euchar.lib.t.11. and it is e-. 
vide ntby Ecclefiaftica'll Stories, { thot the For-- 


_malifts 7nd Patrons of knecling at the Sacrament 


cannot find or bring forth fo much as one writer _ 
before the tooo yeereafcer Chrift: veayit is cle-y 
that it was the brood of Reall bodily prefence; 
having Honoriusthe third for the Father, Anne 
1220.. Pope Jnaosent the third forthe Grandfie 
ther,who inthe time of King Hearythe third, en. 
devoured to eftabl fh.t by fireand fagcot, U¢nno 
1215. for he feconded Pope Gregory the feventh, 
who Awa 1037, advanced the opinion of the 
Reall prefence.. And 


(13) 
Adde to this the blafphemy of that plea that 
is. ufed by the Patrons of kneeling in the defence 
of it, when as they fay that it isthe more reve- 
rend gefture of receiving:then belike thatufed by 
Chrift and his Apoftles vvas not fo reverend, or 
the Prelats aad their creatures in. Kneeling are 


oo 


more reverend then Chrift and his Apoftles : and 


isnot this-horridblafphemye = 
-. Thus much alfo for the fecond Argument. 
ed The third Argument. ~ 
| That which ts-anoccafion or invetation 10 idolatrous 
bowing and cringing to Altars, % idolatrons,and 
tobe abborved, | PM 
But theraile is an occafon to Idolatrows bowing and 
cringing toc Alvarss@le 
_ The proofeot the formerpropofition. 
Itmay eppeare by this, becaufe that bowing 
_ towards or before the Altar is Idolatrous. 
~ Firft, becaufe to worfhip eleQively towards or 


before any creature or inventionof man without. 


warrant from God is idolatrous: for I demand 
elfe why may wee notas well worfhip eledively 
_ towards or before a Crucifix or Popith Image as: 


before or towards an A'tar ¢ the Papifts will fay, - 


that they are not fuch Sots as to terininxte their 
~ worfhip upon a {tock or a ftone,no more then our 
Altarworthippersdoe upon a piece of wood, ora 
Joyners frame , and can wee think that whenthe 
Hraclites kiffed the Calves, and wor/hipped the 
Alcars at Dan and Bethel, that they chiefly inten- 
ded the Images.and Altarsinthat worth'p,or ter- 
minted their worfhip upon them? nay but, fayes 
feo 
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‘FJerobonim, ithis isthy ny God dt Lfpacl, thanbroub 


thee out of the esi Bees eg. 2 thefé - 
did but'reprefent the true God thatis worfhipped 
at Ferufalews, and-heit is that 1 would have you to 


_bowunto,thoughyou bow befote dais Image,and - 


fo Adrépfaid of his: Galfe, Exod. stl = reeds 

is callediam Idoll} A&s7.gte 0-8 ryt 
Ob. But did not.God commandito bie ae 

to fall downe in worthip: towards the:Temple 


‘Did not David fay ;Andiin thy feare will I wor- 


fhip towards:thy sholy»femple:-and why may 
not Chriftians..worthip: an, Altar, as: well as 
the Jewes worthiped towardes. the. Temple ¢ 
Anfreres The favs hada warrant: fiomyGod to 
worfhip him towards the Temple; a andthe holy 
of holies, but wee-have none in-this,cafe, for 
have we any fuch Templé:now asthe. Fewes? It 
is evident that the Temple at: Hierafalem: was 
on¢ ofthe ¢greateft. types of Chrift anal the 


-bookeof God, Jok.2.-19.° For did not the full 


neffe of the Godhead'diwell ‘in him: -bodily,:Col, 
2.9. 2) ind glorious manneryas Gods glory | 


id of old in, the Temple,and that typicall figni= 


fication was the:ground/of all their adoration® 
towards:ithe Temple < but now, the-body: is 
come thefe fhadows, jate vanifhedaway,' Col. 2. 
6; andto bringin | fach thadowes ‘how; isa flat 


-denyallof Ghiritte by 


» Secondly, this: 1s “mel wicked of ath she rR, 
when ds bowingiis: practiled at /fuch: times when-, 
as) the Sacrament ishotadminiftred ; for Chrift : 
being equally prefentatborh, Sacraments, alfo 
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do the like? Nay, will it not follow-hencethat 
whenfoever any private Communionis celebra- _ 


ted ina corner, (as in cafe of ficknefle is enjoyned 


in the book of common Prayer) that fuch Tables 
are everafter holy Tables and ‘Altars, to which 
Gods {peciall prefence is tyed_in a fpeciall man. 
Aer,and towards which all the Family and others — 
are bound always to adore,andto proftrate them- 


- felves: or if they think this to be fuperftitious, lee 


them tell us their juft reafon, why fuch Tables 


. fhould be fo adored in Churches, and not alfoin 


private Chambers ¢ where the caufe is the 


fame, why is not the effect the fame ¢ - 


Thirdly , Our Church accounts the elements 
to bein ufe but common Bread and Wine after 
the Sacrament is ended, and leaveth them tothe 
Minifter to.ufe at his pleafure,; why then fhould — 
the Table have more reverence then the confe- 
crated elements have when the fupper is ended, 
fo as to reverence the one and not the other ¢ 
Why but doth not the Scripture fay that the Al- 


tar doth confecrate the gift and facrifice, and not 
onthe contrary the facrifice the Altar There- 


fore the Altar is ratherto be adored, then the {z= 
crifice, orthe outward elements’ But {uch po- 
pith {pirits in thefe dayes fay the contrary , that 
their facrifice fanctifies their alear,and Chrift be- 


ing really prefent in the facrifice this makes their. 


altar to be fo holy and fo worthipfull ever after, 
thatit makes it worthy to be bowed unto: there- 
fore the ‘fucrifice or outward elements fhould 
much rather be adored after the Sacrament then: 

| | the 


(17) 
the Communion Table : thus they are contrary 
tothemfelves , but I thall conclude this withthe 
faying of our Lord and Saviour, Aa. 24.23.26. 
When they fhall fay unto you,loe here is Chrift, 
orthereis Chrift, (as they fay of the Altar, and _ 
/ “Maffejand Sacrifice) go not forth untothem;, let 
_ not any that feares God, or loves his own foul, 
 ftep out of doores to fee the Maffe-Chrift, or 
altar-Chrift , much leffe to bow downto him. 
Thus far of the Propofition. Hoc 
Now for the affumption, that a raile about the 
Communion table (or fuppofed Altar) is an oc- 
cafion or invitation to idolatrous bowing is cleer 
by daily experience; the more that Communi- 
on Tables are deé&t and adorned and fequeftred 
. from the reft of the Church, the more the o- 
pinion of inherent holineffe in the Table is 
nourifhed , and fo much the more perfons 
 fuperftitionfly addt@ed will thew unwarran- 
_ table reverence to the Table , yea let mee tell 
you what I have feene my felfe , at the confecra- 
tion of Sir Thomas Fan|bawes Chappell in ware™ 
parrifh, being Minifter of the place, I was com- 
manded by the Bifhop to bee prefent by all 
meanes , being there,I faw the Bithop himfelfe, 
Sir Thomas, and diverfe others, that bowed to, 
or at the leaft towards the Table being railed in, - 
before that any Sacrament was adminiftred at it, 
Was itnot a worfhipfull joyner, that made fuch 
a worfhipfull Table, yea, that fuch great perfo- 
nages fhould do fuch obeyfance unto? furely the 
adorning and railing in of the Table was a {pecial 
D invitation 
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invitation to this adoration, which ozherwife they 
will.not doe toacommon table ina Parlorora 
joyners fhop, no nora tablein a Churchnot rai- 
led in. Thus much of the third argument. 


x 


The fourth Argument. 

That which makes a Jewith fan&uaryor Sandum 
Sanctorum, in che tzmes of the new Tefta-— 
ment; 2s utierly wnlanfull,and to be abborred 
by Chriflians. : 

But the {etting up of Razles about the Communion 

Tables makes an other Jewifh SanGxary, 
Therefore, 8c. 3 

The Major or the former propofi- 
tion proved. 

There are diverfe reafons in the Epiftle tothe 
Heb. againft the Jewifb San@uary, take for an in- 
{tance chap.9.1.--11, @e. where firft that San- 
Guary is calleda wordly Sanétuary;{o itis in rel 
pect of the times of the new teftament,efpecially 
inrefpect of that heavenly Sanctuary provided 
for us:it is for worldly, fenfuall,and carnall hearts 
to fet up fuch a San@uary now. Secondly, verfe 
8. the firft Tabernacle was a figure for the 
time then prefent, a figure of things revealed in 


_ the Gofpell, and.ameere type and fhadowe, but 


now the body being come, the fhadowes va- 
nifh away ; againe it ferved onely for thetime 
then. prefent , 2. the times under the Law, 


whilft the Leviticall priefthood lafted, and there- 


fore now hath no further ufein the Churches of 
Chrift, Thirdly, verfe 10. they were carnall or. 
dinances 


(19) 
dinances impofed onely till the times of refor- 
mation, i. till the comming of Chrift, as itis ex- 
pounded, ver. 11. ina word, when the veile of 
the Temple rent from the top to the bottome, 
the Fewifh Sanctuary ceafed, and what will any 
man now dare to fowup the veil again,by making 
a new Sanctuary? or is not this to deny the death - 
and paffion of Jefus Chrift: Fourthly how is that 
to be meant, Rom. 3. 25. Whom God fet forth 
to bee the propitiation for our fins? the word 
fignifies a mercy-feat. The Lewifh mercy-featin © 
the Holy of Holies was always fhut up, and none 
of the people might enter into it : but Chriftis © 
_ facha mercy-featas is fet forth openly to Mini- 
fters and people, that all forts may lawfully and 
freely repaire unto,which was enc of the greateft 
mercies that ever God beftowed upon his peo- 
ple, for fo indeed Chrift is called the gift of 
God, Job.4.10. there is no other gift of God to 
be compared with this. But what a curfed faeri- 
ledgeis this to lockup the mercy-feat againe ? 
yea, fo to lock it up,as that neither Minifters, nor 
People fhall enter in : for truly fo they doein 
effedt by their railing about of the Communion 
Table, the people are excluded out, it is an Holy 
of Holiesto them(as M: fter 2fede would have it, 
soup tin ros monoie 2B412, yt g peuititudinis acce (Sis 
prokiberentur , that common people might not 
come at it) but doe the Priefts (as they are well 
~called that fet up new facrifices) enter in them. 
felyes 2 truly they are locktup within the railes, 
and goe to their fuppofed Altar , but they that 
2 ierve 
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ferve at the Tabernacle(as was faid before) have 

nothing to do with the AltarJefus Chrift;fo chat 

as our Saviour charged the Scribes,and Pharifes,, 
and Lawyers, 44s. 23. 13. Luke 11. 52. You 
have taken away the key of knowledge, you fhut 
upthe Kingdome of Heaven againft men , and 
neither enter in your felves, nor fuffer thofe that 
would to enter in; as they dealt with the writren: 
word, fo deale our Prelates both about the writ- 

ten word and the word incarnatetoo, they keep. 
away the word faithfully preached from the 
people, and will neither preach it themfelves, 
nor {uffer others that would to preach it,or heare 

it, they keepe away Jefus Chrift (che true Altar) _ 
at leaft in his fimplicity as Pal {peaks, 2. Cor. 11. 
2.and will neither partake of Chrift themfelves,. 
nor fuffer others to partake of him: They<are 

like dogs fleeping in a manger, that will neither. 
eate oates themfelves. , nor fuffer the horfesto- 
eate them that would. Thus. far of the former. 
Propofition. | 

The proofe ofthe Affumption or 
| fecond Propofition, 

‘This propofition may be cleered by the deferi=. 
ption of the Fewifh Santuary , given to usin the: 
Scripture, for what is the Fes#/b Sanctuary, but a 
moft holy place , where Gods glorious prefence: 
efpecially dwels, whither it was not lawfull for 
any to goe but only for the Prieft,ordinarily once- 
a yeer¢, and upon fome extraordinary occa- 
fions: and doth not the railed Table inferre all 
this ¢ that it is the holy ofholy place,where God: 

) 1S. 
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is more efpecially prefent thenin any other pare 
of the Church, oruponthe whole earth befides 2 
is it notthe place whither the Prieft only and not 
the people may enter: they muft ftand (or kneel 
rather) as the people ar the foot of Mount Sinai, 
and none may goe within the raile or range with. 
out great prophanation,, and all this teo , when 
the Priefts doc.enter, itis mainly onceayeere at 
Eafter : and then forfoothfome of the Priefts are 
fo devout, thatthey make Religion of it, to put 
off their fhoos from off their feet before they en-. 
ter within the rails; for fay they didnot God 
command A4ofes fo to do€ inthe like cafe,faying, 
put off thy-fhooes from off thy feet, &c. The 
Sacrament is appointed indeed for Chriftians. 
communion with Chriftand among themfelves, 
yea , and the peoplehaveas much right to draw 
neer to Chrift, as the Minifters have, Heb.10.22. 
and therefore to draw neertothe Tabletoo: but 
the Priefts wouldfeemeto be holier then all the 
_reft, and the people,iftthey will have communion 
, among themfelves they may , but the Prieft is in 
his Clofer and Cloyfter by himfelfe , and muft 
haveno communion with lay or carnall people, 
nor they with him ; and whatis this (I pray you) 
but another Fens Santuary’? Thus farre of the: 
fourth Argument. 
The fifth Argument. 

Taken from the vain pleas that are made inthe 
defence of rails, which are éfpecially three, the 
firft whereof and maine is the pretenceiof unifor- 


mity:and order, that ail the Communicants may 
: come 


oe ae 


come up tothe raile, and receive the Sacrament — 
alike kneeling , the fecond, leaft thatthe Com- | 
munion Table fhould be annoyed with boys, or 
dogs, or telling of money, or laying of hats upon 
the Table; the thirdis , that they make for the 
_ Minifters cafe, it being troublefometo him,to go 
with the Elements from feat to feat, to diftribut 
themtoallithe Communicants. — . | 
- The vanitie and fin of the firft plea and pre- 
*,.» tence of uniformitie. : 
That which unavoidably occafions deforder unity and 
uniformity inlin,ts wickedly pretended for Church 
order and uniformity in Gods worlhip, — 
The ferting up of rails about the Communion Table, 
~ and inforcing the Communicants to receive kneel- 
ing at thems, unavoidably occafens diforder, uni- 
tie and uniformitie infin, Therefore,oc. | 
The major or firft propofition is grounded up. 
on that place,r Cor.14. alt. That all things in the 
Churches of God fhould be done decently and in 
order, which place is ignorantly alleaged by For- 
malifts ia the defence of Ceremonies, for the A- 
pottle, Ver.37.tels the Corinthians, that the things 
that hee wrote uatothem werethe Commande. - 
ments of God: he doth not leave it to the Corig- - 
thiaas, or any other Church, to invent what the 
leafe themfelves for order or decencie., but hee 
doth ftrictly binde them to the commandements 
of God, and hee charges them, that eventhe 
things commanded by God fhould be done de- 
cently and in order,now the commandement of a 
Magiftrate, or any Church-governours, doth not 
make athing to be decent and orderly becaufe 
_ they 
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they command it (for then if, they; command the _ 


_ worthipping of Images, or Crucifixes ,. or what- 
foever elfe thouglmnever fo wicked; thall prefent- 
ly be decent and orderly by vertue of their com- 


mandement ) for that is orderly which God ac- ~ 


counts orderly , and which is according to the 


tule of order, and that is decent, not that man ac- - 


counts fo , ( for that which is decent and highly 


efteemed amongft men is an abomination inthe 


fight of God) but that is decent , that God ac- 
counts decent, and which is accerding to the rule 
of decencie, which is not the will of any man 
upon earth, but the revealed will of God alone; 
But here we fee that whatfoever occafions difor- 
der is contrary to the Apoftles rule: Again ver.26 
ofthe fame Chapter there is an other rule, Let 
all things be done to edification; now that which 
breeds unity and uniformity infin, doth not edi- 


fie but deftroy, and make men like unto Devils, 


for they have fuch an unity and uniformity, their 
Kingdome is not divided among themfelves; fee 
alfo Exod, 23.2. 
__ The affumption or fecond propofition hath 
been proved already in the former Reafons, for 
furely that which breeds uniformity in Jewith 
and Popifh fuperftition is uniformity in fin and 
curfed deformity, fuch is uniformitie in kneeling 
at the Sacrament. - , 
But P'adde for further proof of the affumpti- 
on, That which breeds fcandall and offence to all 
forts of Chriftians efpecially weake and tender 
confciences , “breeds rather diforder then order. 
The fetting up of railes about the Communi- 
| is OR 


ontable, and the inforcing all the Communi. 
cants to receive at them, breeds fcandall, Ge. 
For the proof of the propofition, fee Rom.t4. 

1 Gor.8. the whole Chapters are {pent in this, 
Thas {candals are carefully to be avoided in the Church, 
a Cor.10.32. Give no offence to the Fews or Gentiles, 
or tothe Churches of God. U4quin.2.2.q4.43. 
art.2.Scandalum attivum femper eff peccatum in eo qui 
fcandalizat , vel quia ipfum opus quod faczt eft pecca- 
tum, vel etiam fi habeat [peciem pecéatz, dimitrendurs 
eft femper proximi charitatem , ex qua unufquifque 
tenetuy faluts proximi providere, @ fic qui non 
dimittit contra chavitatem agit , i. An active 
{candall is always a fin in him that gives offence, 
either becaufe that the worke that hee dothisa 
fin, or alfoif ic hath a thew of finne, it is always 
to be omitted for the love of ourneighbour, by 
which every one Is bound to provide for the fal- 
vation of his neighbour, and fo hee thatdoth not’ 
omit that which ts fcandalous fins againft chari- - 
ty; and this agrees very well with that of the A- 
poftle, 1 Cor.14.15. Sach as give offence to their bre- 
ihren walk wot charitably : and it isa fhame for us 
that Papifts fhould be more charitable in their 
judgement, and tender over the con{ciences of 
poore Chriftians then we are; Yet it is a reecived 
definition of a {candall among the Schoolmen, 
that it is dictum aut falum minus rehum prabensoc- 
cafionem ruine, now though an action benot evill 
of it felfe, yet if it hath an appearance of evill, it 
is leffe right then it ought to be , becaufeitis 
done inordinately , and is an occafion. of finne, 
and falling to another. | 


Now 
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‘Now forthe fecond propofition, that the in- 
forcing to receive at a raile caufes offence to 
Chiriftians experience fufficiently proves, there 
being but few Congregations inthis Kinedome, 
wherefome have not been offended and fcanda- 
lized by the rail, and this new injunétion of recei- 
Vatiray raion bow gt 6 
“Two things only are replyed in this cafe, Firft, 
that this isa fcandall taken notgiven , and there- 
foreinfuch cafes ‘not to be omitted for fuch a 
kind of offence, as our Saviour himfelf regarded 
not the offence of the Pharifees ; when the Difci- 
ples told him, Zat.15.12. Kaomeff tho mot that the 
Pharifees were offended after they heard this faying, our 
Saviour anfwered and faid aVerfe14. Let them a- 
lone, they are blind leaders of the blind, °c. 
Secondly, they fay that Magiftrates are offen- 
ded likewife by the refufall of, and not confor- 
ming to the ceremonies, as well as weak Chrifti- 
ans are offended by the praGtice of them , and 
whether of thefe, thinke you, inthis cafeis td be 
moft regarded,ja Magiftrate or a weak Chriftiane 
To the firftof thefe I anfwer, that though it 
were granted that the offence here f{pecified is ta- 
ken onely and not given,yet even paflive offences 
“re many times to bee avoided, as namely, when 
the things arenot neceflary (as the preaching of 
the truth by our Saviourwas, at which the Pha- 
rifees were offended) though they be otherwife 
commendable ; the brazen Serpent was a Monu- 
ment fet up. of 440fes by divine inftitution and ap- 
pointment, yet Mezechias brake it in peeces and 
E : called 
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called.it Nechuflan, or apiece of | Brafle, \becaufe 
it was not a neceflary monument, andnow the 
People (tumbled at it, though there was no juft 
occafion of offence given tothem;{0 Gideous Ephod 
was onely a monument of a great victory, shat 
God had wrought for him,yerthe Z/raehres went 
a whoring after it,and abufed it co idolatry after 
the death of Gideon, and it became afnareto his - 
houle fad, 8.27. yeait isa common principle of 


nature, that we muft hurt no man; and therefore 


we muft doe nothing whereby any man may be 
hurt, or grieved , or wounded, this was fignified 
by thofe judiciall laws Deus. 22. whenthe Ifrae- 
lites were commanded to. make battelments up: 
on the teps of their houfes, left they thould bring 
the guilt of blood uponthem, and Exodus 21.33. 
he that diggs. pit and covers itnot, ifan Oxe, 
oran Afie fall into it, the digger of the pit fhall 
make it good: the like Divines by good reafon 
gather in cafe of danger to the foule. 

Butnow the: argument'is yet ftronger, if that 
which had not an appearace of evil(as the brazen 
Serpent, and Gideons-Ephod) yet wasto be taken 
away & deftroyed,being a pafsive fcandal onely, - 
how much more that which hath an appearance 
of evill,as the prefent additions to Gods worfhi 
have, for then it is not onely a paffive feandalt 
that proceeds from his weakeneffe only that falls, 
but alfo active inrefpeé that it gives occafionof 
offence. at pt 

To the fecond E anfwere, that it is avaine plea 
to fay that magiftrates are offended by the Bis 
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fall of ceremonies, as well as weake Chriftians 
by the injoyning of them, for that is not to bes cal- 
led-an offence thatis taken by any mans difobedi- 
ence toan unjuft command: might not ebuchad- 


nezzay alfo have madethis plea, when tholethree 


noble Fewes would not worthip his golden image? 


And Feroboam likewife when the Prieftsand Le- 


vites and godly -//raelites tefufed to go up to Daz 
and Bethel? why , thefe Puritan Minifters, and 
People, regard not the offence-of the King and 
State, butall they ftand upon, is that themf{elves 
ate offended and {candalized , belike then they are 
more to berefpected thengovernonrs themfelves ; 
againe itis a filly psetence, that they (heuld com- 
plaine of offences, thar have power to reform them 
and to take away the occafions of them, without a+ 
ny damage tothemfelves,as Magiftrates may eafi- 
ly doe by their command. 


“ The fecond pretence for railes zs , left that the Com-_ 


munion Table {bould be anoyed with boys or 
dogges, or telling of money, or laying on of 
_ hats upon the Table. 
The proofe of the idleneffe of this 
| fecond’ plea. 


Ypon acommonreafon or difconvenience (af she anay. 


ance of the Tablebe granted tobee {uch) xo 

- fpestall privalege can be grounded, as the rai- 
eng about of the table alone tse. | 

But allthepretended reafons or difcomventences are 

common. to.oiher inflruments and menfiles a- 

bovi Churches, asso the, Font , tothe pulpit, 


the Ghirch-bible,.&c.--- ‘A. 
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‘The proooje of the #4 sjor or for- 
. mer Prepolitions 2 ieee 
Every fpeciall priviledge 4s) grownded arpon 
fome {pectall reafor: It'were'a feafelefle reafonto 
fay, thara King becaufe he is a-man (hold havea 
guard attending upon him, his Cofifellors of fhaze, 
his pallace-, his power to call Parliaments , to 
preffe Souldiers, &c. if this were a good ground, 
thenevery man,becaufe he is'a teafonablecreatare, 
muft have all chefe royalties : or ro fay , thar a 
garden, becaufe ithath trees, and herbs, and flow- 
ers, therefore it {hould be inelofed, or fenced and 
walledin , nay but there’ is ‘a {peciall reafomfor 
both theft,Kin2s have {ach grear priviledges, and 
State, becaufe God hath given {uch power unta 
them, and becaufe of the great charge thar lies ups 
on them above other men, and the fafety ofall the 
people ftands in their prefervation and fafery, fa. 
gardens are inclofed and fenced in; becaufe of the. 
{peciall fruitfuineffe, ufefulneff@, aad. vertue that: 
is in them, above common fields; bere is now a 
{peciall reafon fosthe fpeciall and peculiar privis 
ledges both of the one and of the other ; fo inthe 
cafe inhaad, there muft be found fome peculiar 
reafon why the Communion Table fhould be rai. 
Jed rather then other parts, or inftruments of wor 
fhip in the Church, for the rule of Levick holds. 
fure,¢ quatenus ad omae-valet confequentia, - 


The proofe of the affumption or fe- 
cond Propofition, — ) 
All thefe pretended ‘difconveniences of annoy- 
ance - 


ance are common to other initruments or uten- 
fils about Churches,as to the Font, to the Pulpit, 
to the Bible,or reading-feat,&c.for why fhould it 
be a greaterannoyance, for Dogs to fowle, or 
boyes, or men to lay their hats, orto tell money 
upon the Table(after the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper is adminiftred) then itis for the fame or 
the like anoyances to bee done to the Font or 
Bible, or Pulpit, or reading feat? It was indeed 
areafon.of agreat Prelate of this Land given to 
my felfe for the fetting up of rails, Why faid he, 
What. if there fhould be Cows inthe Church- 
yard, ifthe Church-dores be open, is it fitting Or 
decent, thatthe Cows fhould come and play the 
beafts at the holy Table but what would not 
this filthineffe defile other parts of the Church,as 
well as the holy Table(as he called it?) or fhould 
we therefore fay , that every part of the Church 
fhold havea particular rail about it, or rather that 
~ the whole Church fhold be railed about,that one 
rail might ferve for al,for fear offuchdefilemréts?: 
Butthetruthis, that our Prelates have fome fe- 
cret myftery of fpeciall holineffe in the Table a- 
bove other parts ofthe Church (as was fpecified 
before) but that is utterly ungrounded in the 
Word of God, and unreafonable, and ftinkes of 
the breaden and dunghill God , and is odious.fu- 
erftition, and therefore to be abhorféd. 
The third pretenfe for rails refuted , that they doe. 
make forthe Miniffers eafe, it being trouble- 
forme whim, 10 goewith the elements from feat to 


fear, Ge. 
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If the obfervation of Chrifts owne enftitutzon be far 
more eafeto the Atinifter, thencan come by the 
ferting up of rails, and the peoples repayring to 
them receive,tben by theer own plea the former 
is betrer thenthe laner. ots ; 

But the ebfervation of Chrifts owne inflitution w 
far more ea(e to the Mdinzfler, then can come by 
the fertang up of razls, and thepeoples repayring 
totbem, Gt. L dk cpaelit 

I thal! not need to prove the former propofiti- 

on, or the confequence; for let this be granted on 


‘ both fides , that that courfe is to be obferved a- 


bont the adminiftration of the Sacraments, that 
may breed the moft eafe-and the leaft trouble 
both to Miniftery and people. . 
Therefore I will come to the affumption, to 
prove that the inftitution of our Saviour Chrift 


will bring more eafe and lefle trouble bothto 
“Miniftery and people. For the cleerine of this 


Twill fhew that Chrift never ordained that the 
Minifter fhould goe about to every Communi- 
cant, to deliver the Bread-and Wine unto him, 
much leffe that the Miniter fhould fay a prayer 
to every Communicant in the delivery of the 
elements of Bread and Wihe.For firft Chrift {aid 
in the plurall number,*##¢.edyh, Take yee, eat yee, 
drinke yee all of this, but hee never practifed, nor 
commanded to fay, Take thou, eat thou, drinke 
thou, &c. fo Fesner in his doétrine of the Sacra- 
ments'faith , that this {peech inthe plurall num- 
ber is moft fit to fignifie the communion and fo- 
cietie of the Church inthis worke, feeine Chritt 
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by, his Minifters exhorts all the Communicants, 
as it were with one expreiiion of common love 
and charity , that they fhould rejoyce and eat to- 
gether the fame fpirituall food of faith. 
Ob, But it will be faid, that Minifters mutt ap- 
ply to every one in particular the promifes of the 
Gofpeil. P | 
 Anf. Itis true, but muft they therefore deliver 
the clements in particular to every one, 7. cannot 
the application be made but by changing the or- 


When the Minifter preaches the Word, hee doth 
particularly apply the promifes of the Gofpell, 
* yethedoth not goto every man in particular in 
| the Congregation, foas to go from featto fear, 
from man to man,to fay, believe thou & then, &c. 
all believers apply thefe things to themfelves by 
faith: yea, but.in the adminiftration of the Sacra- 

ment, the Minifter changesthe words of promife 

intoa prayer, faying , The body of our Lord Fe(ws 

Chriff that was given for you, Ge. true they have 


thefe words, butin the Canonof the Mafle (for 


there is the rife ofthem) and they doe not utter 
them to the people but to God, as intending fome 
- oblationto him, oras if it werea great impiety 
to diftribute the elements to fuch as kneele de- 
voutly , before they have uttered thofe words 
charm-wife to confecrate the Bread and Wine to 
every one in particular , which is all one, asif 
when thanks are given to God at meals for a 
company met together, fome Zelot fhould goe 

and give thanks for every man in particular. 
Again, when as Chrift faid, take and eat , the 
mean- 


der of adminiftrationappointed by Jefus Chrift: 
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‘meaning is not, that hee gave to every oneof 
them that fate et the Table in particular the ele- 
ments of Bread and Wine, no, though it be faid 


hee gave to the Difciples,for fo, 44arke 6.39--41. 
our Saviour commanded the Difciples, hat af the 
multitudes (bould fit downe by companies upon the green 


gaffe, andshey fat down in ranks bybundreds and 3 


fifeies,and when he had taken the five loaves e twofifhes, 
he looked upto beavenand bleffed and brake the loaves, 
and gave to the Defciples 10 fet before them , and the two 

files divided he among them af, and yet it follows 
not that either Chrift or his Difciples gave im- 

mediatly and particularly to the five thoufand 

men, but they fet them before them; fon this 

eafe:and this even Jefuits,Cajeran and Suarez con- 

feffe, and with them inthis particular, Beza and 

Pifcatoy doe agree, and it may cleerly alfo be pro- 
ved by the commandement of Chrift , whermhee 

delivered the Cup faying, Divide it among your 

felves , Luke22.17. Some anfwer indeed, that 

thofe words are to be underftood not of the Cup 

inthe Lords Supper, but of the Cup ufed in the 

Paffeover; for of the cup inthe Lords Supper our © 
Saviour fpeaks, Verfe20, But I anfwer that in 

both Verfes our Saviour {peaks of the fame cup, 

but that this precept of dividing it among them- 

felves is meant of the cup in the Eucharift, it ap- 

pears by the proteftation fubjoyned in the next 

Verfe, But I fay utto you, That I well not drinke a- 

zy more of the fruat of theVine, @'c. but the fame 
proteftation in the other Evangelifts , 1¢ath.26.29. 
Mark 14.23.18 added touching the Lords Supper: 
. befides 


a ae 


befides if hee had made this proreftation ofthe 
pafchall cup that hee would not dtinke any more, 3 
ec. Ie would not have afterwards drunkeof the 
cup in the Eucharift. But on the contrary, the E- 
vangelitts fathew and Adarke fay that after he had 
reached forth the Cap inthe Lords Supper, hee 
protefted thar hee would no more drinke of the’. 
fruitofthe Vine, G’c. therefore hee had already 
_ drunke of it. Now to gather up this areu 
ment, if our Saviours courfe of holy infticution 
might ftand, that the Minifter fhould deliver the 
Outward clements to one or two that wore nee- 
~  reftunto them, and the communicants fhould di- 
vide the reft among themfelves, might not the 
Mintfter have more eafe and farre leffe trouble 
Without any raile? Yea, would notthis prevent 
that intollerable protracting and lengthning of 
Sacraments, when there is a great multitude of 
Communicants, (which is occafioned by a raile, 
and the particular diftribution of the elements, 
and forme of Prayer joyned with it)as it falls out 
inmany popular Congregations , fo that Sacra- 
ments laftmany times two or three honres to- 
— gether? Thus much fhall ferve for the fift Ar- 
gument. | 
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.. The fixe and laft Argument. 
| That which brings in conformzty with the Papifts: 
| and Idolaters , ought not to be indured in re- 
formed Churches. | 
But the eretting and femg wp of raels about Com-— 
munien Tables, and fo turning Tables ento Al- 
OW, eeIgh 1 Oak tars, 


gs 


rars, makes reformed Churches conformable with 

_ Papifis and Idolarers, co . | 
I fhall not need to infift upon the proofe of the 

affumption, for the arguments before alleaged, 

and the pratice of forreigne popifh, and our owne 


Cathedrall Churches is fufficient to prove this, 


therefore for brevity fake I will omit this. 


a 


. The proofe of the major or firft propofition, 
Thatall conformity with Idolaters muft be a- 
voided, we are taught by divers precepts given to 
the Lfraelétes,as Dewt.12.30-32. Take heedthat 
thoubenot fnared by following of Idolaters, 
and Canaanites, &e. and that thou enquire not af- 
ter their gods, faying,how did thefe nations ferve 
their Gods ? Thou fhale not doe fo to the 
Lord thy God: for every abomination to the 
Lord, which he hates, have they done to their 
Gods; whatfoeverthing I command you, that. 
obferve to doe it,thou fhalt not adde thereto, nor 
diminifh from it : therefore, 2 Chron.13.9. Abijah 
reproves Feroboam and his army , that they had 
made them Priefts after the manmer of the Na- 
tions of the Lands: and it was one of the grea- 
teft fins of Achaz,' 2 King.16.10. That when hee 
faw an Altar at Damafcus, hee fentto Vriahthe 
Prieft the fafhion of the Altar, andthe patterne — 
of it, that hee might make fuch anotherin the 
houfe of the Lord : fo doubtleffe our Priefts firft 
took the pattern of their railed Altars from Rome, 
& {o commanded them to be fet up amoneft us. 

Our Adverfaries reply , that they doe not ufe 


- the fame rites with the Papifts , with the fame 


mind that they doe. xf. To ufe the fame 
things, that the Papifts do, in civill affairs, we go 


i oe ‘ : 


a ty ae 


‘notabout to condemnes if they wouldufearaile _ 


to enclofe walks or gardens , who,would {peake 
againftite but to ufe the fame Rites or Orna- 
‘ments inthe worfhip of God, thar the Papifts, 
the Minifters of the Antichrift, the Priefts of 
Baal doe, what is this, but with Achaz , to fet up 
the Altar of Dama(cus. | 

OS, But whatablafphemons fpeech 1s this, 
that a rail fhould be ufed about walks or gardens, 
that isappointed for the adorning of the Com. 
munion Table? CUdnfr. Tis true, that for ufing 
{uch a {peech againft a Rail at Ware, Matter Hum- 
_pory Parker of Hartford was cenfured very fe- 
vetely by the high Commifsion Court, Sir Tho- 
mas Pan{baws zeale profecuting the caufe againft 
him and me, againft him, for no other'caufe pre- 
_ tended). but becaufe upon the diflike of rails pro- 
_ vided for the Communion Table, as being not 
fo decent, he caft out fuch afpeech, That if the 
_ rails provided did not like them, hee would buy 
~them for his garden : and let mee here infert how 
this offence of his was fet forth and ageravated 
by the 4. B.at his cenfure. Suppofe (faid he)that 
when Aholiab and Bezaleel were making the hang- 
ings forthe Tabernacle, fome malepért perfon 
thouldhayecometothem , and faid, What is 
here a motly coat fora fool that you are making 
of divers colours? Had not this been avery wic- 
ked {peech ¢ Sothouch this Parker ( {aid hee) 
{pake thus irreverently of the raile whileft it was 
in the Joyners fhop, before it ever had been con- 
fecrated to that facred ufe about the communion 
eo ee Table, 
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Table, yet becaufe it was deftined to this holy 
_ ae, therefore thus and thus hee deferves to be 
cenfured, Re eee 
Ohthe patience of our good God,that endures 
fuch blafphemies to be daily belched out in thefe 
hellith Courts, by thofe that fet cheir mouthes 
-again{t Heaven ! Belike then his Highneffe edicts 
and inventions are to be compared to, and are of 
equall binding force with the Commandements 
of Almighty God, and his raile is of like autho- 
rity withthe pattern that God thewed Adofes on 
the Mount,and the heavenly figure of the Taber- 
nacle; yea, fhould a myin {peak againft the flax or 
linnen in the Drapets fhop, in cafe that a Surplice 
fhould afterwards be made ofit, it would beas 
great an offence in thé repute of his creatneffe, as 
of old to {peak againft the Levitical Cecemonies 
ordained by the only Law-giver himfelf, though 
perhaps as wella Whores finock , as a Priefts 
__ frock may be made of it, but of this by the way. 
Toreturne to the argument of the imitation of 
Idolaters, the Formalifts fy, that they doit not 
withthe fame minde and intention with Idola- 
ters: well, but the Rail is the fame, the Altar is 
the fame, the manner of ufing is the fame, and in 
the fame part of worfhip, the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper; what fhall wee term imitation to 
be, ifthefe things make not imitation ¢ 
Ob. ’Tistrue, that in thofe things that have 
been invented by Antichrift or his inftruments, 
We arenot to communicate with them, but thofe 
that are more ancient then Popery and Antichri- 
ftianifme, _ 


en oo OMe. 


ft ianifme, though ufled by them,we may lawfully 
ule the fame, but fuch was the ufe of the raile, as 
tay appeare out of Eufebius, tor Conflantine him- 
{elicinventedandufedir, 

Anfw. Though a Rail be as ancient as the times 
of Conflantine the Great , yet wee know that the 
myttery of iniquity began to worke inthe Apo- 
{. les time.Many errors and herefies were broched 
even in thofe dayes, befides in Couffantines days, 
the Idoll of the Mafle,and unbloudy facrifice was 


not invented,therefore then there was much leffe - 


danger of a Rail, therefore let the Rail be as an- 
cientas the age of Conflantine, or the Apoftles 
themfelves , yet if it hath been abufed or defiled 
by Antichrift, it isto be abhorted by us. Zanchie 
alearned Authour upen the fourth Commande- 
ment, That even indifferent things polluted and 
defiled: by fuperftition are to be abolifhed, and to 
_thelike purpofe to Queen Elizabeth, Negue enim 
honeflum eft , ut que in Dei contumeliam ufurpata din 
fuernat fires fint per fe dbdeosar, ea in Eccleit cum 
aifcramine etiam [alutis pioram retineantuy : and hee 
preves it by the example of Hexechias , Serpens e- 
cus quz inflitutes fuerat a Deo, & guider ad (alutems 


4 (raelitarum, per piwm Regem Uezechiatn , quia sho. 


comtra Deiverbum abutebantur Ifraelice, fublarus eff, 
CP ab hoc fatto fumme landatur Hezechias,gubd illum 
fcalicet Serpentem vedigeret in cineres , eofque in pro- 
Hluemens, ne ullum ufpiam extaret vefligium , projici 
jufserit : How much more then fhould rails about 
Communion Tables be burnt, that have beene 
andare daily fo wickedly abufed , though never 
foinsocentintheir firtinventione Ob, 
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~ O06. Bucifall thefe evils are inferred uponthe | 
railing in of Communion Tables, then it will be. 
{aid unto me, why. then have you,when you were 
called into the high Commiflion Court, & profe-. 
-cutedby Sir Thoms Fanfbaw of Ware Parke, for 
words fpoken againft the Raile there, which you 
had called an innovation, a {nare tomens confci- 
ences, a breach of the fecond Commandement, 
Idolatry and Superftition, why have you fo bafe- — 
ly yielded tothe fubmifsion impofed uponyou _ 
by that Court > acknowledging at the lat, that — 
you were forry for fuch words {poken.by you? 
Why did you profeffe at laft beforethem, that 
now you were ofa contrary judgment , and that 
you allowed a raile with a kneeling bench affixed 
to bea decent & convenient ceremony, & promi- 
mifed never to oppofe that rail or any other cere- 
mony more? = | . ee te acti 
- cAafw. Tis true, that by the perfwafion of 
friends, thus far I yielded, and truly very bafely 
and timoroufly, I deny not, I will not goe abour | 
to plead now forthataccurfed fa@,; nor excufe 
my felfe by the greatneffe of my temptations end 
ftraights; no, butI will lay my hand upon my 
mouth, or rather cry outto the fhameand con: 
fufion of mine owne face, that J havedenyed the 
truth of Chrift,and been afhamed of him inthis 
adulterous and finfull generation, worthy alfo to 
be denied of him, when he fhall come inthe glo- 
ty of his Father with hisholy Angels; and I doe. 
with indignation and deteftation retra& every 
word of that fubmifsion , defiring Sait 
“s the 


| which 1am delivered. | 


fall. . | 
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the Lord, not to lay this finto my charge, and 
his people to forgive the fcandall of it, or rather 
not to take offence at it, and do willingly to make 
up this breach , forgoe ali the certaine comforts 
that I had uponthe earth;onely let this be added, 
which Imuft needs fpeake for caution to others, 
that I perceived evidently whilft I was confor. 
mablein my judgment, that I muft needs give 
| way to the Rail, or wnatfoever innovations, upon 
the fame grounds that] conformed upon. But 
the Lord be thanked, that though I was a fervant 
of fin, yet he hath at the laft fubdued my foule to 
obey from the heart the forme of Do@rine to 


Ir is then(I hope) upon farre other,and far bet- 
ter grounds, that Ihave reverled my former fin, 
 thenthat I yielded upon atthe firft,this I didrafh- 
ly and unadvifedly, and intemptation,, butnow 
thatthe other is done in cold bloud, and with due 

-— deliberation (I meane this retractation of my er- 
your ) let thefe few Reafons teftifie unto the 
World; and Ido humbly entreat every foul that 
fhall perufe thefe few lines , to acquaint as many 
as he can perceive to be any ways fcandalized by 
my fall , with what is here contained , that they 
may beraifed up again ; this I do earneftly beg of 
them, yea, let mee be bold to charge them in the 
name of the Lord Jefus, fo far to tender the Go- 
fpell of Chrift, and the honour of Chriftian pro- 
fefsion, yea,and the bleeding heart of a wounded 
Chriftian : as alfoto make this ufe of it to them- 
felves, Let him that ftandeth, take heed left hee - 
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